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* Exploring Nilgiris
— Flora and Fauna
— Cultural Insights |
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— Hill Area Development P
= “M. ’ _




L]

g .

"

.

L

4

-



" LOVE FOR ANIMALS > WE FoR
| HU“’UWS




















































Day 1 — 28th Sep -
“Uff, Puff, Ouch, Phew..!!”

Day 6 — 3" Oct
“Jungle mein
rehne do yaar”

v Day 2 — 29th Sept

“The Cakewalk”

Day 5 — 2" Oct
“Day of Blue gums
& Buffaloes”

Day 3 — 30t Sept
“The never ending 8 km”

Day 4 — 15t Oct
“The Reverse Gear”

21



FLORA

Ferns - Pteridophytes -Alternation of Generation
- Endurance - Team Emblem

Pines and spruces - Gymnosperms

Rhododendrens

Amusing Botanical names'~ Zizyphus jujuba,
Musa paradisiaca, Butea frondosa

Mushrooms - Gills; Cap, Annulus, Stalk

Strobilanthes kunthiana - Western catchment -
Endemie






PINES AND SPRUCES
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RHODODENDRON




EXOTIC FLORA

Exotic

Thorntree - Wattle - Acacia

Scotch Broom - Cytisus scoparius

Blue Gum tree - Eucalyptus -a bluish smog-
like mist
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SCOTCH BROOM - Cytisus scoparius




REE - G. Eucalyptus







THE MAGNIFICENT STAG
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THE WILD WATER BUFFALOES

Bubalus arnee













NARROW MISSES

Pug marks of leopards ( Panthera pardus
fusca)

Rolled down grass patches — probably tiger
(Panthera tigris) - Pandiyar

Ploughed down grass — probably wild boars
with hoof marks - Porthimund-Pandiyar

Footprints of wild dogs — Avalanche en route

Giant squirrel (Ratufa indica)- evaded photo -
Avalanche



INSEPARABLE - HILLS & WATER
(Paani apna raasta dhoondh leta hai)

Receives rains from both monsoons -
Watersheds - valleys where they meet

Canada Dam - Avalanche - water supply
Emerald Dam - Avalanche - water supply
Parson’s Valley Dam - water supply

Porthimund dam - Power generation - 2 x
0.35 MW Kaplan turbines

Pykara Dam - Power generation to Ooty






ECONOMY OF THE HILLS

Tea plantations - Conditions for tea plant -
>1500 mm rain, well drained soil, <25°C

Tea Factories

Coffee plantations - berries

Spices, essential oils, medicinal plants
Horticulture = not agriculture

Carrot, Broccoli, Potato, Beans cultivation -
terrace cultivation

Tourism
Handicrafts, homemade chocolates
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HILL AREA DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME

 Udhagamandalam, Darjeeling and Karbi-
Anglong

e Special Funding from Planned expenditure

 Umbrella programme - Projects like
constructing checkdams, mini and micro
hydel projects, horticulture, physical
infrastructure development, preventing plastic
usage
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MAARIAMMAN
- Bokkapuram

* Maari- considered as a |
curative force for
smallpox, chicken pox
etc

* Maariin Tamil means
rain. Since the rainfall
cooled the otherwise
hot area and protected
people from summer
sicknesses like viral
infections, people
started worshipping the
rain goddess as Maari
Amman




MUNIAPPAN -
AVALANCHE to PORTHIMUND
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Incidentally, Our leading STF person - Our
Guardian angel was also Mr.Muniappan .




AIYANAAR

e Usually flanked
by gigantic and
colorful statues
of him and his
companions
riding horses

* A major
guardian deity of
the villages
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Blister phodo andodan..! Aao milke
blister phodengs..!!
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AND POSE BEYOND WHAT YOU CAN..1t







BE [N SYNC WITH NATURE
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BE THE WARMTH
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GOOD FRIENDS ARE HARD TO FIND

R TO LEAVE
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j__\Take—'away‘s from trek

Learnt to enJoy everyone S company Anmdya
Speare 1

- = 7
In life the sense of hUmour and comedy always
exist - Mainu Mllton o fug IrE N C

. P, : .
Everyone is an-asset in hnhself we' just need to

»

realise — V1krant Rockefeller I 2
Nothing is 11’nposs1b<?e —flg)ny IEPappydent

Sharing is carlh--‘ ' hg 3 ocﬁtes
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> b Qn t‘ be Judgmental Harlsha Hemlgwav
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. Learmng can be so much fun - Keerth1 Keats

°5.'

'ogether we can overcome all odds — Suml b
I'wain

B Qr ..'.'.. A

éJ fell in love with...... Nature ! — Amar G‘o _:4»\;'}:

* Nature teaches us to shine naturally, 1_1k' 3 g,.' ‘,
{‘ sun after rams — Mini Darwin




Take-aways from trek

from different cultures and
linguistic ckgrounds but qualities like
sensitivity, nd love for nature are the
same — Rah Dostosvsky

The belief t

Cervantes

In‘nature lies abu
Preeti Parkinson

The strength of the team is each individual; the
strength of each member is the team - Deepi

Shelley

People may

and strengths -
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